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Catherine-wheels to the best advantage, by

torch light.

Scarlet is the favourite colour for deco-
rations of every kind \ it is considered
emblematic of pleasure and rejoicing; and
on festal days, not only do little flags of this
colour adorn every sacred tree, and float
from the summit of every temple, but
flowers which boast this favorite hue, are
always selected in honor of the occasion.

The festivals of the East, are curious to
the researcher into the manners of the
ancient nations; and become interesting
to the mere observer of the passing scene,
from the circumstance of all restraint being
banished from the manners of the people,
and replaced by gaiety and good-feeling;
at these seasons of national mirth, the
oft seemingly timid, and gentle Hindoo,
gives license to his genuine disposition,
and laughs, sings, and adorns himself
with garlands, as if he still inherited his
native soil, in a happy state of constitu-
tional freedom j it is at these periods, that